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David P. Jeronimus
Senior Vice President,
Environmental Services

Fax 218-723-391¢6
E-mail djeronimus@mnpower.com

August 23, 2002

NEPA Task Force
P.O. Box 221150
Salt Lake City, Utah 84122

Re: Comments on NEPA Task Force Activities

Dear Task Force Members:

On behalf of Minnesota Power, an investor-owned electric utility serving northeastern Minnesota
and northwestern Wisconsin, I am submitting the following comments for consideration by the
NEPA Task Force. My comments will be limited to the area identified as “Federal and Inter-
governmental Collaboration” in the July 9, 2002 issue of the Federa/ Register.

Minnesota Power has a number of projects currently in progress. One project, identified as Power
Up Wisconsin, is the construction of a 345kV high voltage transmission line that originates in
northeastern Minnesota and terminates in central Wisconsin. Power Up Wisconsin has received
approval from both Minnesota and Wisconsin and is now in the process of acquiring federal, state
and local permits/licenses for the construction and operation of the line. Federal agencies such as
the National Park Service and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers are involved. Initial public
involvement activities for the Power Up Wisconsin project began in early 1999 and the project still
has not been totally permitted.

Our experience with this project demonstrates a need to eliminate duplicative environmental review
processes between federal and state agencies and a need to streamline the environmental review by
identifying tme limits for decision making. We suggest a “lead” federal agency be designated at
project inception to coordinate envitonmental review and permitting—especially for a high voltage
transmission line like Power Up Wisconsin that cross multiple states and requires review by several
federal agencies. Such action would be similar to the federal process for siting gas transmission
pipelines where the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission serves as the lead and coordinates all
federal agencies involved with project review. This process would facilitate interagency discussion at
the federal level and likely streamline decision making.

We also see a need to coordinate NEPA efforts with the states, We agree with comments made by
the Edison Electric Institure (EED) inits October 31, 2001 letter to the White House Interagency
Task Force on Energy Project Streamlining. EEDs letter says that: “NEPA requirements should be
coordinated with state environmental review requirements and that these reviews should be
coordinated so that they are completed cooperatively among the federal and state agencies in parallel
rather than in series.” Again, application of this principle would also help streamline the permirting
process.

Minnesota Power appreciates this opportunity to provide comments to the Council on

Environmental Quality and NEPA Task Force. CAET RECENED
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Singerely,
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