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Attachment 5A(1) 

 

Explanatory Note for Department of Defense (DOD) Report 

November 2, 2009 

 

DoD continues to work with the Military Components to ensure the data quality and 

accuracy for this report on the status of NEPA compliance for projects and activities 

funded under Division A of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 

(ARRA).    

 

This report is cumulative for information reported by the Military Components to DoD 

for NEPA actions on ARRA funded projects/activities through September 30, 2009.  

Total number of ARRA Funded Projects / Activities increased from the previous report 

from 4350 to 4515.   
   
One project was dropped because DoD reported a Division B funded project – Office of 

Inspector General – in its April 30, 2009 submittal which is for oversight of the program 

and is not required to be reported and has consequently been removed from the report. 

Another project should have been reported as two separate projects (these are covered by 

categorical exclusions). 

 

The Department has not experienced (or reported) instances of substantial delays in 

NEPA review process.  DoD has 4515 ARRA funded projects, of which 4,423 require 

action under NEPA.  We have completed NEPA analyses for 4212 projects (95%) and 

analysis is underway for the remainder.  4,103 NEPA reviews were completed using 

Categorical Exclusions (CE).  The DoD Components reported completing 112 

Environmental Assessments (EA) with a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI).  

Each of the three projects that required an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) has a 

signed Record of Decision.  There are 191 NEPA reviews that are still in process, of 

which 185 are CEs and 6 are EAs 

 

 

Clarification on information submitted in the spreadsheet: 

 

 NEPA was identified as not applicable for 26 projects / activities. This is a 

reduction from 67 NEPA not applicable listed in the second report for a total of 

41 projects that were removed from this category.  Of these 41 projects, 4 projects 

were determined to require a CE, 1 was withdrawn, and the other 36 were 

determined to require a NEPA action but the level of analysis is yet to be 

determined.  

 

 Total Categorical Exclusion Actions are 4288. This is an increase from 4161 in 

the previous report.  Of these CEs, 4103 are completed and 185 are still pending.  

These CEs are still pending.   
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 Total Environmental Assessment Actions are 112. This is a decrease from 117 in 

the second report because the ongoing environmental work determined that a 

categorical exclusion, rather than an environmental assessment, was sufficient for 

NEPA compliance. 

 

 Total Environmental Impact Statement Actions were reduced from 4 to 3 because 

it was determined that the Geothermal Test Wells could be covered under a CE 

rather than an EIS as originally anticipated.    

 

 During this period, 19 projects were withdrawn. 

 

  DoD continues to work to ensure that the Military Components are conducting 

the proper NEPA assessments for ARRA projects. 

 

 NEPA completion date has not been identified for all projects and future reports 

will update that information.  
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