Attachment 8A

Explanatory Note for Department of Health & Human Services (HHS) Report 

ACF - Administration for Children & Families 

Child Care and Development Block Grant total represents the 283 awards issued to date.

Children and Family Services Program total includes:
· an estimate of 978 awards, based on the number of anticipated awards posted in ACF funding opportunity announcements for the Head Start Expansion, Early Head Start Expansion, Community Services Block Grant discretionary awards, and Strengthening Communities Fund Grants, that have closed within the past four weeks;  
· 103 mandatory awards issued under the Community Services Block Grant Program; and 
· 109 awards issued under the Head Start Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) and Quality Improvement (QI) Awards.

The Child Care and Development Block Grants, Community Services Block Grants, and Strengthening Communities Fund Grants were reviewed and categorically excluded in accordance with HHS National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) procedures.  

Head Start Expansion and Early Head Start Expansion programs allow for construction and major renovations; therefore, categorical exclusions are not applicable.  Under the ACF’s Programmatic Environmental Assessment (PEA) for Head Start and Early Head Start programs, applicants are required to prepare an Environmental Report.  The report is evaluated and ACF completes the work necessary for NEPA compliance.  

Given that no competitive Head Start awards have been issued to date, the NEPA status for competitive Head Start awards is reflected as “Pending”, and the Environmental Reviews and Documents are Completed status is reflected as “No”.  
 
The 109 Head Start Cost of Living Adjustments/Quality Improvement (COLA/QI) awards have been issued to existing Head Start grantees.  The original grants were awarded in previous years under ACF’s established PEA, prior to the ARRA requirement to track the dates for each NEPA action.  The NEPA status for these actions is reflected as “Done” and the Section 1609(c) report will be amended with the date of 31 December 2008 to reflect these COLA/QI awards.   

AHRQ - Agency for Healthcare Research & Quality

Information is provided on a single categorical exclusion for $300,000,000 for the implementation plan for AHRQ's Comparative Effectiveness Research (CER) program which will provide information on the relative strengths and weakness of various medical interventions.  The NEPA review for this program was concluded with a categorical exclusion.  AHRQ has estimated that they will employ grants (68), contracts (3), task order contracts (21), and salaries and benefits to undertake this research.  Actual numbers will be updated in subsequent reports.  An additional $800,000,000 from the ARRA appropriations for CER will be disbursed through two additional spend plans being developed by the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and the Office of the Secretary (OS) – these activities are pending categorical exclusions.   

AoA- Administration on Aging

AoA received $32 million in funding for Home-Delivered Nutrition Services, $65 million for Congregate Nutrition Services (to provide meals and related nutrition services for seniors who are homebound), $3 million for Nutrition Services for Native Americans (to provide meals and related nutrition services for American Indian, Alaskan Native and Native Hawaiian elders).  This program has been reviewed and a categorical exclusion is determined to be the appropriate level of NEPA review.  

CDC - Centers for Disease Control & Prevention  

The CDC has 3 NEPA actions under the $1,000,000,000 appropriations for Prevention and Wellness Fund.  The spending and implementation plans for these activities have been reviewed and the projects and activities have been found to be categorically excluded from further NEPA review in accordance with HHS NEPA procedures.   

These activities receiving Division A of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 funds include: 64 immunization programs that include all 50 states, Washington DC, 5 urban areas, the U.S. Territories, and selected Pacific Island nations; and programs to reduce preventable Healthcare Associated Infections through State health department efforts, including leveraging the National Healthcare Safety Network to support the dissemination of HHS evidence-based practices within hospitals.  

HRSA - Health Resources & Services Administration

The number of pending Categorical Exclusions (CE) and the Environmental Assessments (EA) for the Health Center Cluster Program (H8A) Grants were updated since the last report to reflect completed reviews and finalized project scopes.  In some cases the scopes of some of the previously reported H8A grants were still being finalized, so HRSA erred with caution and reported those as EA pending in the first report.  It has now been determined that the majority of the grants can appropriately be categorically excluded.  Of the 88 grants previously reported as EA pending, it is now projected that only six will require an Environmental Assessment.  Those six will be used for separate work being funded under the pending Capital Improvement Program (CIP) grants to be awarded in July.  

On June 6, 2009, HRSA awarded 1,123 Capital Improvement Program grants, which are reported as 2,614 projects for: (1) health center equipment and information technology, certified electronic health records and health information technology; (2) alterations, repairs, and renovation of health centers; and (3) construction and expansion of health centers. The CIP construction and renovation grants were awarded with restrictions allowing grantees to only engage in completing A&E/design, finalizing permits, and completing NEPA and Section 106 review.  There are a number of pending Categorical Exclusions (CE) and the Environmental Assessments (EA) as the grant review processes are still in process.  

In some cases there are more projects than NEPA actions listed because some programs or groups of projects could be covered by one NEPA action (CE).  These actions are typically personnel or minor medical equipment or supply purchases (e.g., stethoscopes, examination tables).

Finally, there is one change from the previous report.  One grantee (Planned Parenthood of El Paso, TX) is withdrawing from the Public Health Services Act, Section 330-funded health centers program (330 Program) and returning all funding under the 330 program and Division A of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) funding for reasons unrelated to ARRA.  This is reflected as 2 projects withdrawn.
  
IHS - Indian Health Service

The ‘Indian Health Facilities’ and the ‘Indian Health Services’ report includes the number of funded projects that were obligated by contracts, Memorandum of Agreements (MOA)s, Indian Sanitation Facilities Act (Public Law 86-121) agreements, or other authorized obligating agreements through June 30, 2009.  

The ‘Indian Health Facilities’ appropriations include maintenance and improvement projects, repair and renovation projects, acquisition of medical equipment and CT scanners, and sanitation projects.  The activities listed are undergoing an environmental review according to IHS policies and procedures; hence, their pending status.  Blank items indicate that the NEPA action will be determined by the outcome of the environmental review.

The ‘Indian Health Services’ appropriations includes 63 categorically excluded activities, mostly acquisition, related to Health information technology (HIT) Electronic Health Record Development & Deployment, Telehealth and Network Infrastructure and Project Management, Transparency.  
 
NIH- National Institutes of Health

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]The NIH has the following appropriations under ARRA: “Building and Facilities”; “NCRR Extramural construction/Shared Instrumentation” (National Center for Research Resources); and “Office of the Director, Scientific Research”.  A portion of the appropriation for “Comparative Effectiveness Research” from AHRQ will be transferred to NIH and does not have a Treasury Appropriation Fund Symbol as of June 30. 

“Building and Facilities” currently has 16 projects/activities with 13 categorical exclusions (CE) (one is pending and 12 are completed), one completed environmental assessment (EA) and two completed Environmental Impact Statements (EISs).  

The NCRR specializes in extramural grants and grantees are authorized to conduct initial environmental reviews which are expected to be CEs and are therefore reported as ‘pending’.  

The OD appropriations are made available to the various Institutes and Centers through grants which may be intramural or extramural research and are usually determined to be CE.  Those projects/activities with approved spend plans have completed CEs.  For those pending spend plan approvals will be reviewed for extraordinary circumstances.   Extraordinary circumstances, such as, major construction or a high containment or laboratory would require additional environmental review under an EA or EIS.  

[bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]OS - Office of the Secretary

The OS appropriations include: General Departmental Management; Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology (ONC HIT); and Public Health and Social Services Emergency (IT Security).  General Department Management funds used to administer and oversee the projects/activities receiving funding under Division A of ARRA are not reported.  

The IT Security and approximately $1.5 Billion of the ONC HIT appropriations are pending final determinations as categorical exclusions (CEs).  

The approximately $500 million remaining of the ONC HIT appropriations are forthcoming and will undergo review as appropriate – a CE is expected to be appropriate and therefore the report shows a CE as pending.  Additionally a portion of the appropriation for “Comparative Effectiveness Research” from AHRQ will be transferred to OS at a later date and undergo similar review.  
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