
Attachment 3E(1)
Explanatory Note for U.S. Forest Service (USFS) Report

This report represents National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) actions for  approximately 56 percent of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) funds available to the USFS.

Project updates from the April 30, 2009, report: 

· The April 30, 2009 report values for obligated funds are corrected.  As reported by the Department of Agriculture, the correct values are $45,828,298 for Capital Improvement and Maintenance (CIM) and $27,689,171 for Wildland Fire Management (WFM).   
· The Agency has identified an additional 235 projects/activities for this reporting period.  Nearly all of these individual projects/activities are reported in a group because they are covered by similar NEPA actions.

· All environmental documentation has been completed for Project #6, WFM-0312-1, Hazardous Fuels Reduction, Christopher/Hunter Wildland Urban Interface Project. 
· Project #12, WFM-0521-1, Region-wide Fuels Reduction Project. Subproject, 0520-IHF, SBA Sawmill Infrastructure Assistance Grant has been incorporated into the list.  Originally it was identified as a block grant and not applicable to NEPA.  Upon further review, it was determined that the successful implementation of the grant is dependent on hazardous fuels projects on National Forest System lands; therefore, for transparency purposes, the associated NEPA documents are being reported.  
· The level of NEPA has not been determined for two projects/activities: (1) Project #149, CIM-0910-13EW, Related Ecosystem/Watershed Enhancements, Jobs to Improve Upper Michigan Forest Fish Passage - Tier 2; and (2) Project #152, CIM-0903/0909-8EW, Related Ecosystem/Watershed Enhancements, Jobs to Improve Minnesota Forest Fish Passage.

Report clarification: 

NEPA was not applicable for 143 projects.  One project is under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act authority.  Three projects are under Federal Highway Administration authority and they are responsible for the associated NEPA action which includes review of the Forest Service ARRA funded project/activity.  Twenty-nine subprojects for project WFM-0900-1-HFR, Hazardous Fuels Reduction are under the Rescission Act of 1995 (P.L. 104-19, Section 504(b)) for ongoing activities exempted from NEPA compliance.  One hundred and ten grants are issued to state and local governments, non-governmental organizations, private land owners, and one private business under the following authorities which provide no discretionary decision making and therefore do not require NEPA analyses: 
· The Watershed Restoration and Enhancement Act (P.L. 105-277, Section 323 as amended by P.L. 109-54 Section 434) – four projects located on non-federal lands adjacent to National Forest System lands.

· The Cooperative Forestry Assistance Act of 1978 (P.L. 95-313) — 105 projects located on non-federal lands primarily for hazardous fuels projects;  
· Division F, Title III, Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2008 (P.L. 110-161) — one project for an infrastructure assistance grant to help sustain the region's small forest products business.
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