Attachment 13A

Explanatory Note for Department of Labor (DOL) Report

Department of Labor (DOL) projects/activities funded under Division A of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) include projects/activities taken by the Employment and Training Administration, the Office of Job Corps, the Employment Standards Administration, the Employee Benefits Security Administration, the Occupational Safety and Health Administration, and DOL Management activities.

A description of the ARRA funded projects/activities reported on the DOL spreadsheet follows.
 

· The $ 2,914,702,690 obligated for adult, youth, and dislocated services (lines 1-3 on page 1 of the spreadsheet) are formula block grants and NEPA is not applicable.  The dollar value of these grants is determined by a mandated formula for states and local governments to provide employment and training services. 
· The $19,426,575 obligated for the dislocated worker national reserve line includes $15.8 million in National Emergency Grants (line 4 on page 1 of the spreadsheet).  This program is not discretionary and NEPA does not apply. 
· The $118,800,000 obligated for Community Service Employment for Older Workers are formula grants (line 7 on the spreadsheet).  The dollar value of these grants is determined by a mandated formula for states and local governments and national sponsors to provide community service employment and training.  
· The $396,000,000 obligated for unemployment insurance grants to states and re-employment services (lines 8 and 9 on page 1 of the spreadsheet) are grant funds for payments through the workforce system and are considered to be categorical exclusion 4 (Unemployment insurance, trade adjustment assistance, workers' compensation programs, retirement programs, employee protection programs, and related employees benefit programs or activities involving the replacement or regulation of employee wages). 
· Obligations for $83,023,784 were for Job Corps projects (line 10 on page 1 of the spreadsheet - see explanation below).
· The $5,998,509 total obligations remaining (lines 11-14 on page 1 of the table) were for Salaries and Expenses.

The Office of Job Corps will relocate several leased buildings at the Los Angeles Job Corps Center into one large leased building using Recovery Act funding.  An Environmental Assessment was conducted in 2005, and the Department has concluded that 2005 study is sufficient and no updated study is required.   A new Job Corps Center in Ottumwa, Iowa will be constructed using ARRA Funding.  The Environmental Assessment for the Ottumwa Iowa Center has been completed and the Finding of No Significant Impact was published in the Federal Register on April 10, 2008 (Page 19531).  

The Office of Job Corps is doing several renewable energy projects using ARRA funds and has decided to prepare an Environmental Assessments on wind turbine projects because of their potentially sensitive and prominent nature.  Wind turbines require high towers and may generate noise, cause flickering shadows, and alter landscapes.  These changes may be significant and may differ from a community’s standard expectations for a Job Corps Center.  Therefore, wind turbine projects are considered to need an Environmental Assessment.  

The large majority of Office of Job Corps projects funded by the Recovery Act involve alteration, renovation, equipment replacement, or repair of existing Job Corps Centers.  These actions will not result in a substantial alteration to an individual Job Corps Center and are appropriate for classification as categorical exclusions.
Other Office of Job Corps projects (educational services, green center projects, fleet efficiency, program oversight, outreach, and technology enhancements) involve the purchase of products or services which do not have an environmental impact as described in the regulations.
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