Attachment 12A

Explanatory Note for Department of Justice (DOJ) Report

All of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) funds are in the form of grants and were awarded to four bureaus within the Department of Justice: Office of Violence Against Women (OVW); Office of Justice Programs (OJP); Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF); and Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS).  The spreadsheet includes data from all four bureaus.  The “Number of ARRA Funded Projects/Activities” will be filled in more as grant applications are received and reviewed.  Below is more detailed information describing the types of projects/activities for which the bureaus received ARRA funding.

ATF:   The ARRA provided the $10 million to ATF for ATF’s Project Gunrunner for the Southwest Border Initiative. This Southwest Border Initiative is designed to reduce cross border drug and weapons trafficking, and the associated high level of violence occurring on the border between the U.S. and Mexico. The money will be used to hire employees to establish staff (via new hire and relocation), equip, and operate Project Gunrunner criminal enforcement offices along the southwest border.  As ATF does not have direct leasing authority it will rely on GSA to secure office space which complies with energy efficiency, green building and other environmental requirements.

OJP:  Most of the OJP projects are eligible for the categorical exclusion set out at 28 C.F.R. Part 61, Appendix D.  

When the awards are made for the construction of correctional facilities on Indian Lands, more environmental assessments may be needed. We should note that for NEPA coverage, these projects are under 28 C.F.R. 91.55 which includes a categorical exclusion for minor renovations. 
In the case of the projects that require an EA, the National Historic Preservation Act review is part of the NEPA process.  In the case of the awards to Tribal Governments, our reviews will determine if issues arise that require further environmental reviews.  

COPS:  The Community Oriented Policing Service’s (COPS Office) use of Federal funding to implement a Federal assistance grant program that pays the salaries and fringe benefits of non-Federal sworn officers does not trigger the need for an environmental review because the funds will be used for activities related to judicial, administrative, civil, or criminal enforcement actions, and therefore, environmental review is not required to comply with NEPA (40 C.F.R. 1508.18(a)).

OVW:   The reason for many "N/A"s is that the activities which can be funded under those grants will be used for activities related to judicial, administrative, civil, or criminal enforcement actions, and therefore, environmental review is not required to comply with NEPA (40 C.F.R. 1508.18(a)).
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