Attachment 10A

Explanatory Note for Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD) Report

The following information explains HUD’s spreadsheet on the status of National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) compliance for projects/activities that received funding under Division A of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA).

 The column “ARRA Appropriations for Projects and Activities” notes the amount of funds appropriated for direct assistance.  It is the Congressional appropriation minus the amount set out in the ARRA legislation to fund some of the additional HUD staff and HUD contracts assistance needed to administer the HUD ARRA projects/activities.  The amount recorded in the column entitled “Total Obligations for Projects and Activities” records the obligation of funds to a particular project that has completed HUD NEPA compliance review actions.  Several months can pass between the act of obligating funds to a grantee and the grantee, in turn, obligating the funds to a particular project.

For the first time, the Department of Housing and Urban Development has a comprehensive electronic reporting system to report on the status of HUD programs’ environmental compliance reviews, including the required National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) compliance reviews.  It is called the Recovery Act Management Performance System (RAMPS).  The first phase of this system will be used to report on the status of NEPA reviews, as called for in §1609 of ARRA.  Because of the lack of a previous data system, one of the larger HUD ARRA programs – the HUD PIH Capital Fund Program, a program that provides Public Housing Authorities with funds to make physical improvements to their housing projects- has not been able to gather the required §1609 data from its over 3,000 grantees.  However, it is anticipated that the new RAMPS system, which just came on line, will be used and will ensure that the Capital Fund §1609 information will be reported in the October, 2009 report. 
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