Explanatory Note for Department of Commerce Report
One of the programs (NOAA Operations, Research, and Facilities (ORF)) is currently noted as "NEPA Not Applicable" on page 1, column F.  This includes just a small portion of funds being used by NOAA Fisheries to carry out ESA Section 7 consultations for habitat restoration grants as well as consultations on external Federal actions funded under ARRA (ESA consultations are requested by lead action agencies which are preparing NEPA documents for their proposed Federal actions).

Columns D, E and F on page 2 were left "blank" regarding type of NEPA being prepared for these grants programs because it is still to be determined the number of EAs that will be needed to cover all the awards for this program.

NOAA Operations, Research, and Facilities (ORF), Habitat Restoration (on page 2, line 23) will be making grant awards soon for this program.  They have 2 existing EAs (PEA and SEA), however they cannot say at this point in time if one or both will be applied to these grant programs, nor if additional EAs may be needed for specific grant projects. In light of this situation, I have left columns D, E and F "blank" as it is still to be determined how these EAs will be applied.  
NIST Construction and Research Facilities (CRF) (line 31), is a construction grant program. NIST has initiated steps to develop a programmatic EA which may cover most, if not all, of the construction grants under this program.  It is possible that some of these grant proposals may need site specific EAs  and NIST cannot make this determination at this time.  Therefore, in light of this situation, I have left columns D, E and F "blank" on line 31, as it is still to be determined whether one or more EAs will be needed.

NTIA Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP) (line 34), is a large construction and broadband grant program. NTIA has initiated steps to develop a programmatic EA to cover most of these grants, some of which may require additional site specific EAs. NTIA is also working with CEQ to develop NEPA procedures that will expedite appropriate NEPA reviews for Recovery Act funded projects and activities.
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