Explanatory Note for Corporation for National and Community Service (CNCS) Report
The data reflects obligation submissions to OMB through April 24. The payroll portion of the Salary and expense appropriation has been excluded (6,000K original - 800K reduction).  Travel obligations to administer the Recovery Act projects are excluded from the NEPA submission which accounts for the obligation difference between the OMB submission available at www.recovery.gov  and the NEPA submission.  
CNCS AARA funds support the following:

AmeriCorps State and National Grants 

CNCS  received $89 million in Recovery Act funding to award approximately 10,000 full-time, part-time, and reduced part-time AmeriCorps State and National member positions.  Grant recipients will primarily be nonprofit community organizations, but may also include local governments, Indian Tribes and institutions of higher education.  Approximately 2/3 of the funds will be awarded competitively to existing, proven AmeriCorps grantees either directly or via state service commissions.  By statute, 1/3 of the funds will be distributed to state service commissions based on a population-based formula and the in turn, states will select the subgrant recipients.  

Recovery Act funding through the AmeriCorps program will be awarded as grants to current national, regional and local AmeriCorps grantees with a proven track record and demonstrate the capacity to efficiently and effectively draw upon this new resource to assist communities in need.

 AmeriCorps VISTA

CNCS received $65 million in Recovery Act funding to award approximately 3,000 non cost share AmeriCorps VISTA member positions to new and existing sponsors.   Using existing processes, CNCS will announce increased one-time funding for projects that result in the maximum, measurable impact on communities affected by the economic crisis.  

The mission of the AmeriCorps VISTA program to create and expand programs that bring low-income individuals and communities out of poverty is strongly aligned with Administration and Congressional priorities in the Recovery Act.  Existing VISTA projects already support job creation, the abatement of home foreclosures, credit counseling and financial asset development programs.  Corporation state office staff will allocate VISTA resources based upon the critical needs of their states. 

VISTA members funded through the Recovery Act will augment the ongoing work of the program through activities such as fundraising, establishment of volunteer recruitment and management systems, community outreach and partnership development.  These activities will help non-profit and other community organizations to build greater capacity and to be a sustainable local resource to their communities as they work to increase economic opportunity sustainable local resource to their communities as they work to increase economic opportunity for Americans living in poverty or who are in danger of falling into poverty.  To create worthwhile volunteer positions for the additional VISTA members, CNCS will expand existing projects and accelerate the development of new ones.  

 National Service Trust 

CNCS received $40 million for the National Service Trust Fund (the Trust) to fund education awards and interest forbearance for AmeriCorps State and National and VISTA members serving in Recovery Act funded programs.  

The Trust was established by the National and Community Service Trust Act of 1993 (42 USC 12601, et seq.) to repay qualified student loans; pay educational expenses at a qualified institution of higher education; and repay eligible interest expense on student loans for eligible participants who complete AmeriCorps service. Trust funds are obligated at the time a slot is awarded to an AmeriCorps grantee or at the time of enrollment of a VISTA member.   Education awards earned by AmeriCorps members are available to be used for seven years from the completion of the service.  Payments from the Trust are made directly to the educational institutions and the loan holders as directed by the members and by the institutions.  Trust funds are not used to pay member stipends or other grant costs. 

 Salaries and Expenses

CNCS received $6 million for information technology upgrades in its salaries and expenses account, of which $800,000 can be used to administer the program funds appropriated under the Recovery Act. The Corporation will award several contracts to private sector firms to upgrade its information technology hardware and software.  

CNCS will use a competitive procurement process to move its computer and network operations centers out of its Washington, DC, headquarters facility.  The Corporation needs these functions to be cost effectively managed and operated in a stable and secure facility with appropriate safeguards and back-up plans.  This will ensure the continual availability of its systems across the country.  The move will allow CNCS to adequately support current grantees, AmeriCorps members and others requiring access to the systems, as well as preparing for the anticipated growth in programs.  CNCS estimates an award will be made in the May - June 2009 time frame. 

In addition, following the implementation in the third quarter of 2009 the AmeriCorps Portal Release 3 (the public web based interface to AmeriCorps members and potential applicants), CNCS will begin system upgrades that will raise the capacity of the system to handle increased numbers of members, applicants and grantees.   Estimated award dates for these system upgrades will be in the August - December 2009 time frame.

CNCS will also use up to $800,000 to hire temporary administrative staff and perform monitoring and site visits of Recovery Act grantees. 
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